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Prehlasenie Medzinarodnej rady krestanov a Zidov (1CCJ)

POZIADAVKY NASEJ DOBY: PREHLASENIE NA TEMU ANTISEMITIZMU

V Eurdpe, Amerike a inych castiach sveta sU na vzostupe donebavolajuce a nehanebné prejavy
antisemitizmu, ktoré sa ¢oraz Castejsie stavaju sucastou verejného zivota. Vo viacerych krajinach doslo k
Utokom ¢&i vandalizmu namierenému voci majetku, budovam alebo fudom, ba dokonca k vraidam. Zidia
na mnohych miestach podavaju svedectvo o rastiicom pocite strachu a neistoty.

Dejiny nam ukazuju, Ze metla antisemitizmu oplyva zhubnou schopnostou transformovat sa do odividne
nekoneéného mnozstva poddb v zavislosti od kontextu. Vo svete predkrestanského Stredomoria byvali
Zidia niekedy napadani za to, Ze odmietali pohanské spolocenské a naboZenské normy. Eurdpska
krestanska civilizacia ich zase marginalizovala z toho doévodu, Ze neprijali krestanské evanjelium, ¢im sa
stavali lahkymi obetami v ¢asoch krizy. Pocas osvietenstva sa Gdajne sekularizovana spolo¢nost najprv
pohor$ovala nad nadbozenskym a kultirnym vzdorom Zidov voéi asimilacii, no neskor podozrievala tych
Zidov, ktori sa asimilovali, zo snovania rozli¢nych intrig. Tieto kon3piraéné tedrie si niekedy navzajom
protire¢ili, ako napriklad ked Zidia museli ¢elit obvineniam zo zékulisného riadenia kapitalizmu, no
zaroven aj z podpory komunizmu. Pseudoveda Zidov oznackovala ako geneticki hrozbu pre udajne
nadradené rasy. V novSej dobe zase byva Zidovska tuzba po bezpecnosti, ktord poskytuje politické
sebaurcenie — vnimané ako lfudské pravo v pripade inych ndrodov — hadzand do jedného vreca s
rasizmom.

Medzindrodna rada krestanov a Zidov (ICCJ) sa na aktudlne oZivenie antisemitizmu diva so znepokojenim
a odporom. ICCJ bola zaloZend v roku 1947 ako vysledok klucovej , krizovej konferencie o antisemitizme*
(,Emergency Conference on Antisemitism“), ktora sa uskutocnila vo SvajCiarskom Seelisbergu. Tato
konferencia predstavovala jednu z krestanskych a zidovskych reakcii na antisemitizmus, ktory viedol k
Soa (holokaustu) a stdle pretrvaval aj po tejto hroznej udalosti ludskych dejin. V dosledku seelisberskej
konferencie mnoho krestanskych cirkvi zavrhlo dovtedajsie nauky o pohfdani Zidmi a oznatilo
antisemitizmus za hriech voc¢i Bohu a ludom. Zapocali tym bezprecedentné Usilie o odstranenie
naboZenského antagonizmu, ktory tak dlho stimuloval nendvist vo¢i Zidom, a o jeho nahradenie
teoldgiami presadzujucimi medzindbozenskd vzajomnost a spolupracu. Je sklamanim, Ze tato revoluéna
reforma prebieha v dobe, ked ndbozenské komunity maju len obmedzenu schopnost zvratit odpor, ktory
oni sami pomahali v zdpadnej kultdre zakorenit.

Zaznievaju nazory, Ze obnoveny antisemitizmus predstavuje signal varujuci pred spolocenskym rozkladom. A
skutocne, dnes na mnohych miestach sveta vidime rozSireny vzostup rasizmu, xenofdbie, islamofdbie a
neznasanlivosti, ako aj absenciu zakladnej ucty voci fudom, ktori si nejakym sposobom ,,ini“. Hoci nase hlasy
sa niekedy mozu javit ako chabé a nelcinné, tato doba vola vsetkych nas — ako jednotlivcov, organizacie a
spolo¢nosti — k zdvojnasobeniu nasich snah odolavat vSetkym formam fanatizmu a predsudkov, trvat na tom,
aby lidri presadzovali spolocné dobro pre vsetkych, a obnovit svoj zavazok praktikovat dialég na vsetkych
Urovniach.

PODPISANY ,
VYKONNY VYBOR MEDZINARODNEJ RADY KRESTANOV A ZIDOV (ICCJ)
MARTIN-BUBER-HOUSE, HEPPENHEIM, 28. FEBRUARA 2019
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ICCJ Statement (english original)

THE DEMANDS OF OUR TIME: A STATEMENT ON ANTISEMITISM

Blatant and shameless displays of antisemitism are on the rise in Europe, the Americas, and
elsewhere, becoming more and more frequent in public life. Attacks or vandalism against property,
buildings, or people — and even murder — have occurred in several countries. Jews in many places
testify to a growing sense of fear and insecurity.

History shows that the scourge of antisemitism has the pernicious ability to transform itself into a
seemingly endless variety of manifestations according to context. In the pre-Christian
Mediterranean world, Jews were sometimes assaulted for rejecting pagan social and religious
norms. Jews were marginalized in European Christendom because they did not accept the Christian
Gospel, thus becoming easy scapegoats in times of crisis. In the Enlightenment, supposedly
secularized society was offended by Jewish religious and cultural resistance to assimilation, but later
suspected Jews who did assimilate of plotting various schemes. These conspiracy theories were
sometimes contradictory, such as when Jews were accused of masterminding capitalism while
simultaneously accused of championing communism. Pseudo-science branded Jews as genetic
menaces to allegedly superior races. More recently, Jewish longing for the security of political self-
determination, something seen as a human right of other peoples, has been tarred as racist.

The International Council of Christians and Jews (ICCJ) looks upon the current resurgence of
antisemitism with alarm and revulsion. The ICC) was founded in 1947, following a pivotal
“Emergency Conference on Antisemitism” at Seelisberg, Switzerland. That conference was a
Christian and Jewish response to the antisemitism that led to and still persisted after the Shoah
(Holocaust). In the wake of Seelisberg, numerous Christian churches repudiated past teachings of
contempt and labelled antisemitism as a sin against God and humanity. They embarked on an
unprecedented effort to dismantle the religious antagonism that had fuelled hostility to Jews for so
long and to replace it with theologies promoting interreligious friendship and collaboration.
Frustratingly, this revolutionary reform occurs at a time when religious communities have limited
power to reverse the antipathy they helped embed in Western culture.

It has been said that renewed antisemitism is a warning sign of societal breakdown. Indeed, we see
today in many places the widespread growth of racism, xenophobia, Islamophobia, intolerance, and
an absence of basic human respect for people who are in some way “different.” Humanity can and
must be better than this. Although our voices can sometimes seem feeble and ineffectual, the times
call upon us all — as individuals, organizations, and societies — to redouble our opposition to all forms
of bigotry and prejudice, to insist that leaders promote the common good of everyone, and to
recommit ourselves to be practitioners of dialogue on all levels.
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